
SSPPOOOOMM  
MMiidd--AAttllaannttiicc  CChhaapptteerr  

22000077  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  &&  BBooaarrdd  
  
PPrreessiiddeenntt  ––  CChhuucckk  IIvveess  
VViiccee--pprreessiiddeenntt  ––  BBoobb  LLuunnddeeggaarrdd    
SSeeccrreettaarryy//TTrreeaassuurreerr  ––  JJaannee  SSeewweellll    
  
  BBooaarrdd  MMeemmbbeerrss  AAtt  LLaarrggee  
  
IIvvaann  LLiiffrriiuu  --  CChhaaiirrmmaann,,  PPrroojjeeccttss    
      CCoommmmiitttteeee  
SSuussaann  LLaanngglleeyy  --  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  EEddiittoorr  
NNiicckk  YYaannnneerreellll  
SStteevvee  SSpprriinngg  
HHaarroolldd  RRaapppp  
OOppeenn  BBooaarrdd  MMeemmbbeerr  PPoossiittiioonn  

CChhaapptteerr  MMeeeettiinngg  aatt  CCoollvviinn  RRuunn  MMiillll  
1100001177  CCoollvviinn  RRuunn  RRooaadd,,  GGrreeaatt  FFaallllss,,  VViirrggiinniiaa  2222006666  

  
TThhee  MMiidd--AAttllaannttiicc  CChhaapptteerr  ooff  tthhee  SSoocciieettyy  ffoorr  
tthhee  PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn  ooff  OOlldd  MMiillllss  ((SSPPOOOOMM))  mmeett  aatt  
tthhee  CCoollvviinn  RRuunn  MMiillll  iinn  GGrreeaatt  FFaallllss  oonn  MMaarrcchh  33,,  
22000077..  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  wwaass  hhoosstteedd  bbyy  tthhee  CCoollvviinn  
RRuunn  HHiissttoorriicc  SSiittee  aanndd  tthhee  FFrriieennddss  ooff  CCoollvviinn  
RRuunn  MMiillll  ((FFOOCCRRMM))..  OOvveerr  6600  ppeerrssoonnss  iinntteerreesstteedd  
iinn  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  eeaarrllyy  AAmmeerriiccaann  mmiillllss  
aatttteennddeedd..    
  
TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  wwaass  ooppeenneedd  bbyy  tthhee  CChhaapptteerr  
pprreessiiddeenntt,,  CChhaarrlleess  IIvveess,,  aatt  99::0000  AAMM..  AAfftteerr  
ccooffffeeee,,  CChhaarrlleess  rreeaadd  aa  lleetttteerr  ooff  wweellccoommee  ffrroomm  
tthhee  CChhaaiirrmmaann  ooff  tthhee  FFaaiirrffaaxx  CCoouunnttyy  BBooaarrdd  ooff  
SSuuppeerrvviissoorrss  aanndd  iinnttrroodduucceedd  HHaarroolldd  RRaapppp,,  tthhee  
pprreessiiddeenntt ooff tthhee  SSPPOOOOMM nnaattiioonnaall 

 



 

TThhaannkkss  wweerree  eexxtteennddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  CCoollvviinn  RRuunn  MMiillll  ssttaaffff  aanndd  tthhee  FFOOCCRRMM  mmeemmbbeerrss  wwhhoo  mmaaddee  tthhee  
aarrrraannggeemmeennttss  ffoorr  aa  pplleeaassaanntt  aanndd  rreewwaarrddiinngg  mmeeeettiinngg..  
RRoobbeerrtt  LLuunnddeeggaarrdd,,  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  tthhee  FFOOCCRRMM,,  iinnttrroodduucceedd  tthhee  ttwwoo  ssppeeaakkeerrss  wwhhoo  mmaaddee  pprreesseennttaattiioonnss  oonn  
tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  eeaarrllyy  AAmmeerriiccaann  mmiilllliinngg  aanndd  mmiillll  pprreesseerrvvaattiioonn..  
  
TThhee  ffiirrsstt  ttaallkk  wwaass  ggiivveenn  bbyy  PPrrooff..  BBrrooookkee  HHuunntteerr  ooff  RRiiddeerr  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  oonn  mmiilllliinngg  iinn  tthhee  mmiidd--AAttllaannttiicc  rreeggiioonn  
dduurriinngg  tthhee  CCoolloonniiaall  aanndd  eeaarrllyy  AAmmeerriiccaann  ppeerriioodd..  HHeerr  ccaarreeffuullllyy  rreesseeaarrcchheedd  rreeppoorrtt,,  bbaasseedd  oonn  hheerr  
ffoorrtthhccoommiinngg  bbooookk,,  wwaass  aa  ffaasscciinnaattiinngg  aaccccoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  ssyysstteemm  ooff  ggrraaiinn  aanndd  fflloouurr  pprroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  eexxppoorrtt  iinn  
eeaarrllyy  AAmmeerriiccaa..  TThhiiss  ppeerriioodd,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  tteecchhnniiccaall  iiddeeaass  ooff  OOlliivveerr  EEvvaannss,,  tthhee  hhiigghhllyy  sskkiilllleedd  aanndd  hhaarrdd  
wwoorrkkiinngg  ffaarrmmeerrss  aanndd  ccrraaffttssmmeenn,,  aanndd  tthhee  eenneerrggeettiicc  eennttrreepprreenneeuurrss  llaaiidd  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonnss  ooff  oonnee  ooff  
AAmmeerriiccaass  lleeaaddiinngg  aanndd  pprrooffiittaabbllee  iinndduussttrriieess..  PPrrooff  HHuunntteerr  ccoovveerreedd  aallll  iinntteerraaccttiinngg  ffaaccttoorrss  ffrroomm  ggrraaiinn  
pprroodduuccttiioonn  ttoo  sshhiippppiinngg  ttoo  EEuurrooppeeaann  aanndd  WWeesstt  IInnddiieess  ccoonnssuummeerrss..  SShhee  aallssoo  ttrraacceedd  aanndd  eexxppllaaiinneedd  tthhee  
mmoovveemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  cceenntteerr  ooff  tthhee  iinndduussttrryy  ffrroomm  PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa  iinn  11777766  ttoo  BBaallttiimmoorree  bbyy  11882200..    
  

((AArrttiiccllee  pprroovviiddeedd  bbyy  BBoobb  LLuunnddeeggaarrdd;;    bb&&ww  pphhoottooss  bbyy  SStteevvee  SSpprriinnggeerr;;  ccoolloorr  bbyy  SS..  LLaanngglleeyy))    

 

MMeeeettiinngg  ((ccoonntt’’dd))  
 
 

Prof. Brooke Hunter 



 

MMeeeettiinngg  ((ccoonntt’’dd)) 
The history of the origins and reconstruction of the 1810 Colvin Run Mill (CRM) was the subject of the second talk 
by Michael Henry, the CRM Site Manager, of the Fairfax County Park Authority. He covered the most interesting 
features from the early vision and property ownership of George Washington, through 125 years of mill 
operations, to the purchase, reconstruction, and opening of the historic mill museum by the Fairfax County Park 
Authority in 1972. 
 
After lunch, Mason Maddox, the miller on the CRM staff, gave tours of the historic mill to the SPOOM members 
and guests.  The tour was a special experience based on Mason’s deep knowledge of milling and of the specific 
operations at the Colvin Run Mill. 

The Chapter business meeting followed the tour of the mill and was chaired by Charles Ives. The current officers 
were nominated and elected to serve for an additional two year term. The chapter is new and still evolving as a 
significant educational resource in the mid-Atlantic region. The members agreed to extend an invitation to St.
Vincent College and Mill in Latrobe PA, to host the next chapter meeting scheduled for August 10-11, 2007. 

 

 

Mr. Michael Henry 
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Breneman-Turner Mill named to National 
Register of Historic Places in 2006 
 
This superb early pioneer four-story stone and brick grist mill was 
built about 1800 by Abraham Breneman, a Mennonite pioneer who 
had migrated from Pennsylvania in 1770. Breneman settled in the 
Edom area of the Shenandoah Valley.  He purchased 800 acres 
along Linville Creek and built a log house along the creek, a few 
miles north of Harrisonburg, VA. This Mill was built about 30 years 
later, two miles west of his home, along what is now known as 
Brenneman Church Road. 

The mill survived the systematic burning of the Valley during General Sheridan’s campaign of the Civil War in 
1864.  Oral history reports more than one story about saving the mill which may have been set on fire by Union 
soldiers more than once during that day.  A barn nearby was also set on fire. It appears that Mrs Shaver was able 
to extinguish the fires set in the mill. The barn was not saved. According to one local story, sympathetic Union 
soldiers spared the mill after discovering that illness had struck the family of the owner, George Shaver. Another 
account holds that the soldiers set fire to the building, and left in a hurry so that the Shavers were able to 
extinguish the flames.  
 
The most documentable story indicates that the one time when Mrs Shaver could not extinguish the fire, she 
“blew on her horn” and neighbor Jacob Wenger, from over the hill, along with his hired man, came and helped put 
out the fire. More than one of these stories are likely true, since in some locations more than one group of 
soldiers stopped at farms and mills as they moved north. 
 
This mill is one of the few pre-Civil War mills in Rockingham County to survive General Sheridan’s campaign, and 
the only remaining one which has operable grist mill equipment. It was operated continuously until the late 20th 
century. 

The Breneman-Turner Mill was operated as a grist mill by J. Howard Turner from 1933 until 1988, the year of his 
death. In 2003 his heirs donated it to the Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center for preservation and 
restoration.  

 



 

Breneman (cont’d) 
 
It includes three floors and an attic. The machinery needs refurbishing. The mill is constructed of brick on a 
foundation of limestone. The Flemish-bond brickwork, the carved beams and the beaded floorboards are 
original 19th-century workmanship. The walls are five bricks thick, or 22 inches.   
 
Mill Restoration: When the Turner family donated the mill, the Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center 
agreed to preserve the mill. The Heritage Center then had it evaluated, and Derek Ogden, a professional 
millwright, developed a plan for restoration. Due to foundation problems, the three-story south wall, which 
had begun to sag and bulge outward for several decades, was about to crumble.  
 
In March 2005, Lantz Construction Company built supports on the outside to stabilize the wall at a cost of 
$35,000. This ‘buys time’ to seek funding for rebuilding the wall and refurbishing the machinery. The goal is 
not just preservation but restoration to operational condition.  
 
Stabilizing the wall was completed with borrowed money because of the critical nature. The estimate for 
rebuilding the stone-and-brick wall is $85,000. The bricks and stone will be removed for re-use.     
 
The Heritage Center plans to undertake the restoration on a phase-by-phase basis as funds become 
available. The professional millwright estimates that it will take about $500,000 to complete restoration to a 
mill that is fully refurbished and operational.  
 
Preservation Charter Membership has been established for persons contributing $1,000. The goal is to 
recruit 100 members for this phase. To date there are 40 members. 
 
Ken Weaver chairs the Mill Preservation committee.  You may contact him at 540 833 1449 or e-mail at 
KJMWeaver @juno.com. Steve Shenk, the Executive Director of the Valley Brethren - Mennonite Heritage 
Center also may be contacted for information at 540 438 1275 or sshenk.valleybmhc@vbmhc.org, 

-- Ken Weaver 



ROCK MILL IN FAIRFIELD COUNTY, OHIO 
Marjorie Lundegard 
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This is a four to five storied frame structure with a gabled roof.  The  
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